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JOB DESCRIPTION 

   JOB TITLE: Specialist Theatre Nurse/ODP -Anaesthetic Nursing Team.

   GENERIC JOB DESCRIPTION: Yes

	JOB DETAILS 

	Department: Perioperative Area
	Directorate : Surgery

	Division : Inverclyde
	Date : April 2010

	JOB PURPOSE AND DIMENSIONS

	The role is to assist the management of patient care within the Perioperative environment, in partnership with the department Anaesthetic Nursing Team management structure and in conjunction with the wider Operating Department management structure. To assist in leading and monitoring the performance and work of the nursing team deputising for the senior nurse as required. The purpose of the job being to act as a Theatre Nurse Specialist fulfilling the primary role of Specialist Anaesthetic Nurse Practitioner Providing highly skilled assistance to Anaesthetists whilst supporting patients, colleagues, Surgeons and other members of the multi disciplinary team The Post Holder will deliver high quality holistic care to adults and children undergoing treatment in this highly specialised, critical care area and has responsibility and accountability for maintaining both clinical and staff governance.



	ORGANISATIONAL POSITION

	
                                                                Anaesthetic Clinical Manager  

                                                                             

                                                                   Anaesthetic Team Leader                              

         

                                                                           THIS POST
                                     Band 5 Anaesthetic Nurses                   Band 5 ODPs


	MAIN TASKS, DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
	FREQUENCY

	      CLINICAL.

Assesses, plans, implements and evaluates programmes of care with reference to patients, without direct supervision.

Carries out and maintains the provision of seamless care for patients from admission to discharge by utilising efficient verbal and written communication practices with all members of the Multi-Disciplinary Team.

Requires to act as Team Leader on a regular basis taking responsibility for a defined group of patients within clinical specialty.
Is knowledgeable about surgical procedures performed in the Perioperative environment in relation to General Surgery, Elective Orthopaedic Surgery, Orthopaedic Trauma, Gynaecology, Vascular Surgery, Urology, Ophthalmology and ENT Surgery and has an in depth knowledge of the different types of anaesthetic employed for each procedure.

Assumes responsibility for the safe positioning of all anaesthetised patients.

      Liases with sales reps regarding new products 

      Ensure that all written documentation within the department area is clear, 

      Concise and timely complying with the NMC Standards for Records and Record 

      Keeping.

      Ensures patients property/valuables received by the department are secured and       

      processed in accordance with local policy

     Participates in department and directorate audit activity where appropriate and   

     Assists in the development of evidenced based practice as required.

      Applies & monitors standards of care within the defined policies, procedures 

      Standards and protocols of the Ward, Directorate and Division to ensure adherence  

      to, and delivery of, a high quality service.

     Works within the NMC code of practice and professional guidelines      
     Acts in a calm controlled manner and renders effective assistance to Medical staff 

      and nursing colleagues in an Emergency situation.

Is regularly required to work in satellite areas including ECT Suite and A&E

Plans and delivers short term critical care to Post Operative Intensive Care Patients, including Ventilated Patients, when no ITU bed s are available 

Establishes venous access in patients by insertion of a cannula directly into a patients vein when required and maintains skills through ongoing clinical practice.

      Demonstrates high levels of knowledge and competence in the care of the patient  

      within the Perioperative environment and, at all stages of procedures, is able to 

      recognise changes in the patients condition which require medical intervention and

      takes appropriate action.

      Is competent in selecting and preparing equipment appropriate to each clinical

      procedure being undertaken in the Perioperative area. Has a good working   

      knowledge of and safely and correctly operates such equipment carrying out pre use 

      safety checks in line with national guidelines and local policies and protocols and is  

      able to quickly identify and  troubleshoot equipment faults and failures taking  

      remedial action as appropriate

      Anaesthetic Machines –Sophisticated Electronic Self Check Systems

      Anaesthetic Machines – non-electronic Manual checking systems. 

      Suction Apparatus

      Electro Cautery Units

      Operating Tables- Electrically operated units

      Operating Tables- Manually operated units

      Operating Table Accessories appropriate to each individual Table and Procedure

      Patient Vital Signs Monitoring Systems- E.C.G, Oxygen Saturation, Non Invasive  

                                                                      Blood Pressure, Invasive Blood Pressure,

                                                                      Core Temperature, BIS Monitor.

      Forced Air Patient Warming Systems

      Blood/Fluid Warming Systems 

      Epidural Infusion Pumps

      Patient controlled Analgesia Pumps

      Volumetric Infusion Pumps

      Syringe Pumps

      Portable Patient Transfer Ventilator

      Schreader Valves

      Medical Gas Pipeline Supplies

      
     Medical Gas Pipeline Supply Extension Hoses

      Medical Gas Cylinders

      Medical Gas Scavenging Systems

      Pneumatic Tourniquet systems

      Airway management devices: Laryngoscopes, Endo Tracheal Tubes, Laryngeal   

      Masks, Oro- Pharyngeal Airways, Bougies, Endo Tracheal Tube Introducers, 

      Airway Exchangers, Flexible Fibre Optic Laryngoscope, Chricothyroidotomy Kit.

      Defibrillator.

      Suction Carousel

     Have a good knowledge of trays and/or equipment required for standard 

     Emergency procedures.         


MANAGERIAL.
      Regularly takes charge of the department out of hours and assumes departmental  

      page holder responsibilities in the absence of a more senior nurse.     

      In the absence of the Anaesthetic Clinical Manager assumes responsibility for the           

      Supervision, deployment and support of the Anaesthetic nursing team co-ordinating 

      the activities of the Team and arranging/rearranging off duty rosters as necessary in   

      order to meet the needs of the service. Communicates with the Theatre Controller,   

      advises on staffing issues and contacts Nurse Bank to arrange additional staffing resources as 

       Necessary.
In conjunction with the Anaesthetic Clinical Manager ensures that nursing resource is utilised efficiently by managing duty rosters effectively, ensuring manpower resources meet short notice sickness absence deficits in compliance with agreed policy and procedure.

Maintains effective management of department resources including stores, supplies and medicines.

      

      EDUCATION.

Provides teaching, guidance, supervision and support for junior staff both qualified and unqualified and provides specialist, skilled clinical support to Consultant Anaesthetists, Non Consultant Career Grade Anaesthetists, Senior House Officers in Trainee Anaesthetist posts, Locum Anaesthetists and all other members of the multidisciplinary team both Medical and non Medical.

Assists the Anaesthetic Clinical Manager in the development of department based orientation and education programmes for newly qualified staff and student nurses and acts as mentor / preceptor as required.

Assists and supports the Anaesthetic Clinical Manager in the introduction of new Clinical Products and Equipment providing information and guidance to all members of the multi disciplinary team on the safe and appropriate use of new products/equipment. Participates extensively in Clinical Trials and effectively gathers information assisting with the Evaluation of Trial Equipment and products. 

       Demonstrates a commitment to personal continuing professional development and  

       actively participates in performance review/appraisal

       Develops the role by using evidence-based practice and continuously improve own

       Knowledge, following PREP guidelines.


    HEALTH & SAFETY.
     

     Reports all accidents/incidents/complaints involving patients, carers and staff to the 

      Anaesthetic Clinical Manager /Assistant Directorate Manager as appropriate and 

      commences enquiries completing the appropriate documentation as necessary.        
      Ensures risks to patients and staff are identified through the use of the clinical

      Incident reporting system.

      Participates in the identification of risk and risk management strategies

      Incorporating these, through nurse management, to the risk register.

      To keep abreast of changes in Health and Safety Legislation and policies

      With particular regard to COSHH, Fire, RIDDOR, infection Control and 

      Manual Handling.  


	CLINICAL = 70%




	EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY



	Please describe any machinery and/or equipment used in 

Job

Pat Slides/Glide sheets

Monitors

Needles/Syringes

IV Cannulae

Blood Pressure Monitors

Patient trolleys/beds

Fluid &body warmers

Endoscopy Systems (Including Insufflators)

Auto Disinfection machine

Drill Systems

Blood Monitors

Operating Instruments & trolleys

Operating table and attachments

Operating Lights

Diathermy

Suction

Suction Carousel

Pumps /drivers/infusion devises/Epidural/PCA

Cement Mixing Systems

Anaesthetic machines/Ventilation equipment

Defibrillator

Level 1 Infuser

Drip Stands

Ex sanguinator

Tourniquet

Oxygen cylinders and wall fixings

Phacoemulsification Machine

Operative Microscopes 


	Give brief description of use of each item

Moving and transferring of patients from trolley/bed to operating table

Observation of patients

Venepuncture / Preparation of and giving injections

Cannulation of Veins

Assessment of patients blood pressure

Movement & Transport of patients

Perioperative maintenance of body temperature 

Video Diagnostic procedures

Local decontamination of equipment

Operative equipment

Measurement of Blood glucose/haemaglobin monitoring 

Enabling procedures to be carried out

Safe positioning of patients

Adequate lighting for surgery

Haemostasis

Airway & surgical field of view

High volume, multi-receiver cascading suction apparatus

For rapid aspiration of blood/body fluids to enable surgical field of view and remove efferent irrigation fluid.

Fluid therapy/Pain Control

Operative Equipment

Oxygen therapy/Anaesthetising/monitoring vital signs

Emergency treatment of Cardiac Arrest

Rapid replacement of Blood/ circulating fluid volume 

Holding patient infusions

Removing blood from a limb prior to surgery

To restrict blood flow to a limb during surgery

To provide oxygen therapy to patients

Operative Equipment used in Cataract Surgery

To facilitate a clear view during microsurgery 

	SYSTEMS



	Please describe any system used in the job

Emergency Buzzer Nurse Call System

Radio Page system

Patient care plans/ICP’s/drug prescription/PCA/Epidural 

Charts.

Computers 

Specimens

Pneumatic Tube transport System

Referral systems

On loan equipment forms

Nursing Resource

Pre-op checklists

Anaesthetic sheet

Tray lists

Fluid/Infusion chart

Observation charts

Endoscopy Forms

Telephone

PGD’s


	Give brief description of job holders role in relation to 

each system

To summons assistance in response to a critical event or

 Emergency situation.

To summons Medical assistance routine/Emergency/ to communicate with key personnel out with Operating Department eg.

 Fire Team

Updating and entering of highly sensitive information 

into patients case records. Maintenance of case record

Use of single shared assessment tools

Recording accurately administration of medication

Unisoft Endoscopy reporting system

Safe and correct handling and processing in accordance with local policy 

Rapid transfer of Laboratory Specimens/Pharmacy Indents

Reporting faults (Estates)

                          (Medical Physics)

                          (TSSU)

Operative surgery, Indemnity forms

Staff requisition from Nurse Bank/Agency

Patient safety and preparation

Recording of patients vital signs

Traceabilty of instruments

Monitoring of fluid balance/Recording administration of fluids

Vital Signs monitoring and assessment

Traceabilty of endoscopes

Communication with wards/depts/paging system

System for drug administration

	DECISIONS AND JUDGEMENTS



	Please describe the nature of supervision of the job, areas of discretion and typical

Judgements made in the course of the job

In the absence of the Anaesthetic Clinical Manager, organises own time and also 

that of junior staff.

Takes charge of unit as required and utilises staff resource as required

Plans and delivers patient care

Takes charge of theatre area as required and utilises staff resource

Emergency clinical decision making re patient care

Recognises the need for senior nurse involvement

Takes charge of department out of hours

Is responsible for forward planning and ensuring all necessary equipment is available

Assesses and manages acute post operative pain and nausea

Recognise the legal implications of consent for Operation/Anaesthetic form

Understands the Child Protection Policies and procedures and acts appropriately

Effective decision making and problem solving skills

Uses discretion to contact Senior medical staff at  when clinically indicated
	Frequency

Regularly

Regularly

Daily

Regularly

Daily

Daily

Regularly

Daily

Frequently

Continuous

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Regularly

	COMMUNICATIONS AND RELATIONSHIPS



	Who the post holder communicates

With

Patients/carers/custodial officers

Ward Staff

Laboratory staff

Radiographers

Medical Physics Technicians

Cardiology Technicians

Accident & Emergency Staff

Acute Psychiatry Team

Colleagues/MDT/Medical staff

Emergency Services

Clerical Staff/Admissions/Medical Records

Higher education authority

Students in training

Voluntary services

Nurse Bank/Agency

Directorate meetings

Management team

Porters

Domestic staff

Receptionist/switchboard

Anaesthetic/medical/surgical secretaries.


	What the communication is about

Patient condition and progress/security

Highly complex, sensitive information regarding Patients condition, procedure carried out, vital signs etc

Highly complex & sensitive information regarding patients condition, blood results, ordering blood products, frozen section results

Scheduling procedures requiring X Ray

Highly complex information reporting faults and following up repairs

Highly complex and sensitive information about patients condition and past Medical history when requesting re programming of patients pacemakers prior to and following surgery

Providing highly skilled assistance to Anaesthetists in the A&E resuscitation room & advising Nursing colleagues on anaesthetic equipment and sundries 

Providing highly skilled assistance to Anaesthetists in the ECT Suite & advising 

Psychiatric nurses on anaesthetic equipment and sundries

Care planning/discharge planning/meetings

Reporting of disturbances/transfer of acutely ill patients to area out-with local hospital

Requesting highly sensitive and complex patient information

Liaison re students supervision 

Supervision and teaching clinical skills

Chaplains

Staffing

Meetings and briefings

Clinical appraisals/clinical supervision/Staff development

Patient movements

Stores/pharmacy delivery

Uplift specimens/returns

Movement of equipment between depts

Removal of waste from dept

Cleaning of Perioperative area

Contact for medical staff

Contact for Portering staff

General enquiries

Paging System

Creating of theatre lists

Amendments to theatre lists
	Any difficulties encountered

Unrealistic expectations of said

Challenging behaviour

Differing priorities within MDT

Insufficient staffing for dept

Time Allocation

Differing opinions

Reconciling personal and departmental requirements

Shortage of porters

Delay in uplifting/transport of stores/specimens/patients

Moving & handling issues

Time resources and access

Staff shortages

Shortages of personnel

Unaware of constraints on unit when asked to change lists

	PHYSICAL, MENTAL AND EMOTIONAL DEMANDS OF THE JOB


	FREQUENCY

	Physical skills


	Prolonged Manual Handling activities: Patients/Case notes/

Pulling Pushing Beds Trolleys etc Transferring patients from Trolley/Operating Table/Bed

Prolonged stretching, bending and lifting whilst 

positioning patients for surgery

Pushing Operating tables from one location to another

Pushing Anaesthetic machines from one location to another

Dexterity in giving IV injections/preparing IV infusions/

Rapid Intra Venous Cannulation

Wound care technique/removal of sutures

Management of body cavity drains

Dexterity of managing venous/arterial/epidural lines

Priming venous/arterial/epidural lines at speed at

 Anaesthetists request

Quickly preparing drugs for administration by Anaesthetist in 

an Emergency

Quickly selecting, preparing and guiding bougies/Endo 

Tracheal Tube introducers over tubes to facilitate securing of

 patients  airway during difficult intubation

Physical Life Support skills (BLS/ILS/ALS/ALERT) post basic 

Qualification

Moving & safely changing Medical gas cylinders

Assist Endoscopist/Surgeon/Anaesthetist

Maintenance of airway in the unconscious patient /ventilator/

LMA/E.T. tube.

Positioning of monitoring equipment

Safe positioning of diathermy earth plate to prevent burn 

injury to patient

Management of aggression/training

Administration of Blood products

Priming Monitoring lines for CVP & Arterial

Routine Pre use Safety Checks of Anaesthetic Equipment

Rapid Pre use Safety Checks of Anaesthetic Equipment
	Frequently recurring many times every day

Frequently recurring many times every day

Frequently every day

Frequently

Ongoing

Rarely

Daily

Frequently recurring every day

Frequently recurring every day

Frequently recurring every day

Daily

Continuously several time daily

Frequently recurring daily

Frequently recurring every day

Frequently recurring daily

Frequently recurring every day

Frequently recurring every day

Frequently recurring every day

Frequently

Frequently

Frequently

Daily

Frequently



	Physical effort


	Movement of patients/ equipment/beds/trolleys/monitors over 

a prolonged period greater than 40% of working day

Prolonged combination of standing and walking for lengthy

Periods of time 100% of working day

Post Operative Transfer of critically ill patients with multiple

Pieces of equipment in difficult to manoeuvre beds to 

Intensive Care Unit

Long and rotational shift patterns

Cleaning, maintenance and moving of equipment and stores

Assisting patient’s in personal care

Stocking and storing of supplies

Prolonged stretching whilst cleaning storeroom shelves at a 

Height and working at the top of a ladder

Excessive stretching to move and orientate Operating lights to

Facilitate Surgeons field of view.

Excessive overstretching to connect medical gas pipelines to 

Ceiling mounted pendants

Excessive overstretching whilst transferring patients from

 beds to Operating table and back again.                                                  

Excessive pushing and pulling whilst turning unconscious 

Patients to position for Spinal Anaesthetic

Excessive lifting of Operating table attachments required to

Create assembly for specialist procedures. 

Frequent removing and replacing foot section of operating 

Table to facilitate surgery.


	Frequently recurring every day

8.5hrs daily

Frequently

Average 9-11 hours

Daily

Ongoing

Daily

Every night on a seven night 

Night shift rotation

Several times every day

Every Day, several times nightly on night shift and several times daily in Orthopaedic Theatre

Can occur several times daily.

Can occur several times

daily.

Can occur several times daily

Necessary for Almost every patient undergoing Gynaecological or Urological 

Procedures.

	Mental demands


	Calculation of drug dosages

Increased concentration in care planning

Complaints handling

Multi-tasking and prioritising

Increased concentration for anticipation of technique

(Anaesthetic/Scrub/Recovery/Endoscopy)

Concentration on monitoring and early adverse sign 

Recognition

Administration of Blood products

Priming Monitoring lines for CVP & Arterial

Pre use Safety Checks of Anaesthetic Equipment
	Frequently

Daily

Ongoing

Daily

Daily

Daily

Frequently

Daily

Daily

	Emotional demands
	Dealing with emotional demands following perioperative death

Care of terminally ill patients

Challenging behaviour of patients and Medical staff

Exposure to substances hazardous to health

Breaking bad news

Complaints handling

Coping with patients’ emotional issues.

Dealing with emergency situations

Supporting junior staff

Retrieval of Donor Organs

Maintaining equilibrium of control in response to working in a high

pressure area
	Rarely

Ongoing

Daily

Daily

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Frequently

Daily

Rarely

Continuous

	Working Conditions



	Exposure to blood, body fluids, faeces.

Increased frequency of exposure to contaminated sharps

Increased risk of needle stick injury due to high volume of contaminated sharps generated daily.

Exposure to verbal aggression (indicating frequency)

Cytotoxic Drugs

Radiation X-Ray and Image intensifier

Methyl Methacrylate Monomer-IN Powder & Liquid State


Exposure to Diathermy Smoke Plume    

Exposure to Sodium Hydroxide   

Exposure to Airborne Nitrous Oxide

Exposure to Airborne Halogenated Anaesthetic Agents-       

                                                          Isoflurane, Sevoflurane  

Exposure to Airborne expired Anaesthetic Gasses from patients

Exposure to Calcium Sulphate Hemihydrate Powder/Solution

Exposure to Calcium Sulphate Hemihydrate Dust


	Frequently recurring daily

Repeated daily exposure

Continuous risk

Frequently

Rarely

Daily

Daily

	MOST CHALLENGING/DIFFICULT PARTS OF THE JOB



	Reality of patients expectations

Clinical prioritising

Managing fast throughput of patients

Emotional aspects of remit

Acting as the patients advocate

Maintaining professionalism & good working relationships within the multi disciplinary team

Unpredictable workload 

Unpredictable behaviour



	KNOWLEDGE, TRAINING AND EXPERIENCE REQUIRED TO DO THE JOB



	Training and/or qualification(s) required

NMC Registration Level 1 obtained at degree/diploma or equivalent nationally accepted level +

 Mandatory Post Registration training in Anaesthetic Nursing Practice to Nationally Agreed Standards or Equivalent Post Registration Training to Locally agreed Standards achieved by formal, Mentor led in service training measured by 

continuous assessment, at D Grade level.

Good communication practices

Good organisational skills

Able to work without supervision/own initiative

Evidence of continued professional development

Effective decision making and problem solving skills.

Time Management skills

 

	Level of experience/knowledge required

RGN Level 1

Extensive knowledge of Anaesthetic

Nursing Practice

Basic Life support training essential

Intermediate Life Support Qualification 

highly desirable.
	Length of experience

Minimum of 2 years experience at D grade D
	How specialised experience needs to be

Highly skilled Anaesthetic Practioner.

Ability to monitor assess and Intervene to 

Ensure patient safety and deliver quality 

care within the Recovery Area.

Competent to perform Circulating Duties in

Theatre.



	JOB DESCRIPTION AGREEMENT

	Job holders signature

Staff representative’s signature

Head of Departments signature
	Date

Date

Date


   MANAGERIAL =10%





EDUCATION = 10%





HEALTH & SAFETY = 10%











All 70%





Working Conditions





Frequently recurring daily


Frequently recurring daily


Frequently recurring daily


Frequently recurring daily

















Frequently recurring daily





Frequently


Frequently
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